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Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah, Joyous Kwanzaa, Mawlid Un Nabi, Happy Festivus
ood food with great friends, music, conversation, and fun. It was a super way to
spend a rainy Sunday afternoon. Thanks to everyone who helped with decorating,
set up, and clean up. Thank you, Mikki, for sharing your beautiful voice and music.
Even though no one took you up on your open-mic offer, several mentioned they
might consider participating next year.
Trivia: Malachite is a beautiful green goddess and Arizona mineral. The first ore to be
smelted for copper, one of the four ‘C’s for our state. It led the search for other metal
making rocks. Used once as a medicinal eye paint in ancient Egypt, it was also a base for
green paint. It is still used to color stained glass.
As we conclude the year, I would like to say a heartfelt “Thank you!” to all the officers
and volunteers who helped to make 2022 a very successful year for our club. I am looking
forward to working with the new Board in 2023. We will be focusing more on community
outreach so there will be lots of opportunities for participation.
I wish you all a joyous holiday season and many blessings in the New Year. Love to you all.
Sandra

All of us have some plain, ordinary
rocks laying around that seem to
have no purpose. Have you ever
considered trying your artistic
talents on them? Pinterest has over
900 ideas and instructions for
decorating rocks with a Christmas
motif. So get out your paints and
brushes and start rocking!
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Our newsletter is published monthly by the
White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club, Inc.
Any information or comments members
wish to include in the monthly newsletter
must be given to the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the editor no
later than Tuesday following the meeting.

PRESIDENT
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Membership dues are $20 for a single
membership and $25 for a couple/family.
($5 less if you receive newsletter by
email.) Dues are paid in January each year
along with a completed application form.
Memberships initiated in November or
later in a given year are also good for the
following year.

We meet the first Sunday of the
month (unless it falls on a holiday)
at the VFW Post 9907, 381 North
Central Avenue in Show Low. Turn
north off the Deuce of Clubs at
Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 PM, meeting starts at 1:30 PM.

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

sandra_angelo@hotmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT

Cathy Viney

(714)348-9162

cathyv08@yahoo.com

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

Rick Palmer

(928)333-5019

palmer57@frontiernet.net

SECRETARY

Hope Rubi

(928)228-8851

TREASURER

Carl Hickman

(928)536-3744

carlhickman8@earthlink.net

EDITOR

B.G. Hogarth

(928)532-3043

hogarths@citlink.net

FIELD TRIPS

Open

Open

Thelma Gray

(928)532-1771

Terry Pollard

(480)431-0686

Aimee Webster

(602)503-8417

afwebster61@gmail.com

Show Chairman

Carl Hickman

(928)536-3744

carlhickman8@earthlink.net

Assistant Show Chairman

Cathy Viney

(714)348-9162

cathyv08@yahoo.com

Peggy Lancaster

(623)262-3859

Webmaster/Coalition Chair

Sunshine
Education, Schools
Greeter/Door Prizes/
Raffle

Open
Thelma Gray/Diane Moton

Auctioneer
Highway Cleanup

Open
Brookie/ Larry Embry

(928)537-0760

Bonus Prizes

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

Historian

Donna Pollard

(480)600-2714

tdpollard@msn.com

Librarian

Rick Palmer

(928)333-5019

palmer57@frontiernet.net

Beverly Willmon

(928)220-3535

Meeting Room Setup/
Cleanup

Show Low: Thelma Gray
Snowflake/Taylor: Open

Springerville/Eager: Rick Palmer
Heber/Overgaard: Aimee Webster
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he meeting was called to order at 1:10 PM by President Sandra
Angelo. Guests Ron Cargile and Barbara Hickock were welcomed.
Show and Tell participants were Mike Soboleske, Mikki Kas, and
Marta Rodovska.
Treasurer Carl Hickman presented the club’s financial report.
Sandra reminded those present that the January meeting is scheduled for
January 8 because of the New Year’s holiday.
In other matters, John Bustraan has been hospitalized recently and our
prayers go out to Ursula Wilson who lost her husband last week.
Sandra reminded those present that the Salvation Army needs volunteers for
bellringers. This is a worthwhile opportunity for our community since all
money raised helps those on our mountain.

The White Mountain Symphony Orchestra will present a Christmas concert on
Saturday December 10 at 3:00 PM at Snowflake High School. All are invited
for an afternoon of beautiful music.
With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 1:20 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Hope Rubi, Secretary

TREASURER’S REPORT
Expenses Last Month

Income Last Month:

Newsletter printing and postage

Member dues

Member donation
Silent Auction and Fifty/Fifty

(Continued on page 4)
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A NOTE FROM YOUR EDITOR:

If Rock Talk was to be
expanded to contain more pages, what would you want to see in them? What specifically would
you like more information about? One suggestion that will be taking place is a members’
birthday list each month. You will see a place on the registration form to put this information.
(You don’t need to put the day or year; just the month.) Another suggestion was to include a
short article about one of our members. That will help us get to know each other better. We
could also include a short table of contents for info as to what is in the newsletter. We could
also have a buy-sell-trade section. If you have an idea or suggestion for anything concerning
Rock Talk please let me know! E-mail: hogarths@citlink.net Landline phone: 928-532-3043.
Thanks!

HOPE RUBI IS PLANNING A LUNCHEON for Friday December 16

at 1:00 PM for any and all club members who would like to attend. It will be just a time to
visit and chat with friends. The location is at Licano’s in Show Low, located on the Deuce of
Clubs, across and just a bit down from Show Low Café. Hope to see you there!

Sandra Angelo, President
Carol Glick, Vice President
Rick Palmer, Second Vice President

Debbie Christmas, Secretary
Carl Hickman, Treasurer
B.G. Hogarth, Newsletter Editor

Dick Turpin
Ursula Wilson
Terry Pollard
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By Donna Pollard
hodochrosite is an ore of manganese with a formula of MnCO3, manganese carbonate.
It is named for the Greek ‘rhodon’ and ‘chos’, meaning ‘rose color’. Rhodochrosite is
known for its’ rose-pink color, though it may also be light or dark red, yellowish gray,
or brownish. A thin dark film of manganese often develops on the surface of
rhodochrosite when exposed to the atmosphere.
The hardness (H.) of rhodochrosite is 3 ½-4, specific gravity (S.G.) is 3.3-3.6, so has a heftier
feel than the same size piece of quartz. The streak is white, and it has a vitreous and pearly
luster. The cleavage is perfect in three directions, forming rhombohedrons much like calcite
does. It has an uneven fracture. The crystal form is trigonal/hexagonal. Though rare, crystals
are often rounded rhombohedrons, or scalenohedrons, which appear as a three-sided pyramid
shape. More common are globular, botryoidal, reniform (kidney shaped), radiating fibrous,
banded stalactite, or as crusts on a matrix of another mineral.
Rhodochrosite is found in altered manganese deposits, with sphalerite, galena, and chalcopyrite in hydrothermal veins, with sphalerite, bornite and tetrahedrite in massive hydrothermal
replacement deposits and in gold, silver and copper bearing hydrothermal veins. It is also
found as lenticular (lens shaped) particles in sedimentary deposits, and in large deposits of
former sedimentary, now metamorphic, rock.
Rhodochrosite is often confused with rhodonite. Rhodonite is harder, often has black veining,
does not dissolve in hydrochloric acid (HCL) and does not have the perfect cleavage of
rhodochrosite. Another mineral confused with rhodochrosite is pink calcite. The crystals of
calcite are much more common, and all calcite dissolves in cold HCL, while rhodochrosite only
dissolves in warm HCL.
A famous locality for up to two-inch rhodochrosite crystals is Kapnik, Romania. Another worldknown location is a carbonate cave near the Argentina coast that has pink rhodochrosite
stalactites and stalagmites rather than the common white calcite structures. More local
locations include the Mary Murphy and St. Elmo Mines in Chaffee County, Colorado, and the
Sweet Home Mine in Park County, Colorado. A massive pale pink formation in found in
Philipsburg and Butte, Montana. It is found with manganese and zinc oxide minerals in Franklin,
New Jersey; Batesville, Arkansas; and Poland, Maine.
Rhodochrosite is valued by collectors and scientists alike. Some perfect specimens are used as
semi-precious gems and are faceted or cut into cabochons The rather low hardness makes
them beautiful, but fragile, jewelry items.
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Photos by
Donna Pollard

n Saturday November 19 a group of enthusiastic rockhounds descended
upon Six Mustang Minerals, a mineral museum/showcase owned by WMG&MC
members Terry and Donna Pollard. The displays were all so fascinating and
breathtaking that at first glance it seemed impossible to take it all in.
However, these dedicated rockhounds did just that. Everybody had a great
time, and many thanks to Terry and Donna for hosting this event.
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DECEMBER 10-11—COTTONWOOD, ARIZONA: Annual show; Cottonwood Holiday Gem
and Mineral Show; Lux Verde Hotel, 301 AZ-89A ; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-4; free; Amazing
vendors inside and outside! Turquoise and many other rare materials. Beautiful
Arizona rainbow petrified wood and much more. Food, crafts & raffle; contact Michael
Weissenfluh, (480) 280-7557; Email: Michaelweissenfluh@gmail.com

JANUARY 6-8—MESA, ARIZONA: Annual show; Flagg Mineral Foundation; Mesa
Community College, 1833 W. Southern Avenue; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; Free admission and parking; Please join us for the 50th Flagg Gem and Mineral Show at Mesa
Community College, corner of Dobson Road and US 60. Free admission and parking, over
100 dealers, ATM, displays, club booths, food trucks and great weather! Free activities
for kids. The largest show in the Phoenix area; contact Dana Slaughter;
Email: dsminerals@aol.com; Website: flaggmineralfoundation.org
JANUARY 13-15—GLOBE, ARIZONA: Annual show; Gila County Gem & Mineral Society
Inc; Gila County Fairgrounds, 900 Fairgrounds Rd; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; $3 single
adult, $5 a couple and kids free; LOTS OF CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES ** DEMONSTRATORS AND VENDORS LAPIDARY EQUIPMENT/TOOLS **40+ SPECIMEN DISPLAYS
HOURLY DOOR PRIZES ** AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!! PRESENTATION FOR ALL AGES
SPECIAL GUEST JOHN O'BRIEN - WHAT IS A FOSSIL @ 1PM FRIDAY, SATURDAY &
SUNDAY ; contact Jodi Brewster, (623) 810-9780; Email: jodibrewster66@gmail.com;
Website: gilagem.org

JANUARY 18-22—LAUGHLIN, NEVADA: Show and sale; Shows of Integrity; Tropicana
Hotel and Casino Pavilion, 2121 Casino Dr; Wed. 10-5, Thu. 10-5, Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5;
Please check with event for admission details; Sunday 10-5 Daily Door Prize Drawing;
contact Terry James, (903) 815-5957; Email: info@showsofintegrity.com; Website:
www.showsofintegrity.com
JANUARY 25-FEBRUARY 5—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Wholesale and retail show; JOGS
International Exhibits; Tucson Expo Center, 3750 E Irvington Rd; Fri. 10-6; $15; contact
Yelena Masenko, (213) 629-3030; Email: info@jogsshow.com; Website: jogsshow.com/
FEBRUARY 2-4—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Show and sale; United States Faceters Guild;
Old Pueblo Lapidary Club, 3118 N Dale Ave; Thu. 10-5, Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-9; See website
for admission details; A great event to learn faceting, or hone your skills, presentations
on dopping, heating, using software, stone evaluation, machine demonstration, door
prizes, stone competition, and the Faceters Hob Nob to finish it off Saturday night;
contact David Smith, 520-907-5527; Email: David@beadholiday.com;
Website: USFacetersguild.org
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White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
PO Box 3504
Show Low, AZ 85902

Membership Application
Please Print and Complete Both Sections
Brass Name Badges_______($5.00 each)
New______
Renewal________

Date: _________________

Name(s): ___________________________________ Phone: ___________________
Address: ____________________________ City: __________________ Zip: _______
Type of Membership: Single ($20.00) ______ Couple/Family ($25.00) ______
($5.00 deduction if getting newsletter by E-mail)
▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬
White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club Membership Application
Type of Membership: Single ($20.00)______ Couple/Family: ($25.00)_______
($5.00 deduction if getting newsletter by E-mail)
Printed Name(s): ___________________________________________
Phone:___________________________

Spouse Phone:_______________________

Mailing Address: _______________________ City: ________________ Zip: ________

E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________
Spouse E-mail Address: _________________________________________________
May we have birthdays? (Month Only) _______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Please send club newsletter by: E-Mail _____ US Mail_____
List any Junior Members you would like to sponsor (No added fee):
1: _______________________________________________ Age: ____________
2: _______________________________________________ Age: ____________
3: _______________________________________________ Age: ____________
Signature(s): _______________________________________ Date:__________
Seasonal members please list alternate address and months of residency:
Address: ______________________City: __________________Zip: ___________
Months: ______________________________
Rev. 2022

Phone: ______________________
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From all of us to all of you!
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